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Staff changes
 } New faces and titles
 Rebecca Hamrin joined the OU Law staff in January as associate director of career development, 
providing career counseling and oversight of pro bono and public interest initiatives. She previously 
practiced commercial real estate law for seven years with a Milwaukee law firm, where she also was 
a member of the recruiting committee. In addition, she provided many hours of pro bono legal work 
while serving on the boards of two Milwaukee-area nonprofits.
 } OU Law jumps in U.S. News & World Report ranking
The University of Oklahoma College of Law jumped seven spots 
in the latest U.S. News & World Report 2017 Ranking of Best 
Law Schools to #60. The ranking once again reflects the OU 
College of Law as Oklahoma’s top law school.
“Our College of Law continues to be recognized as one of 
the top law schools in the country,” said OU President David 
L. Boren. “I predict that its ranking will continue to rise in the 
future. Our faculty, under the leadership of Dean Harroz, has 
never been stronger, and even as law school applications decline 
nationally, we have maintained very high standards for the 
student body.”
In combination with OU Law’s status as a Top 20 Best Value 
Law School, and as the No. 14 Moot Court Program in the 
country, the latest ranking from U.S. News and World Report 
demonstrates the OU College of Law is one of the nation’s 
leading public law schools.
“At OU Law, we are committed to our students and providing 
them with a first-class legal education,” said OU Law Dean 
Joe Harroz. “We have taken great strides to lead and adapt in 
a time of historic change for law schools, and this recognition 
is just one more example of the good work our faculty and 
students are doing. While this latest ranking recognizes the 
exciting things happening at OU Law, we are careful to not 
place too much focus on any one accolade. Nevertheless, we are 
encouraged and honored OU Law continues to garner national 
attention year after year.”
One of the many criteria considered by U.S. News & World 
Report is a school’s bar passage rate. OU Law graduates 
achieved a 90 percent first-time pass rate on the July 2015 
Oklahoma Bar Exam, far surpassing the statewide average of 
74 percent.
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 } Jordan discusses service as ambassador to Saudi Arabia
Robert Jordan tells students about some of his experiences as the  
U.S. ambassador to Saudi Arabia.
During spring break, Professor Michael Scaperlanda and five 
OU Law students – John Clifton, Kathryn Caudill, Sara Hansard, 
Ryan Hunnicutt and Katie Magee – traveled to Uganda as part 
of the course called Comparative Common Law Jurisprudence: 
Uganda. Together, they worked with various local groups in land 
dispute resolutions.
As residents of northern Uganda returned to their homes after 
more than 20 years in refugee camps during war, land disputes 
arose over what property belonged to which groups. OU Law 
students had the opportunity to work alongside the residents to 
produce solutions.
The OU students also worked with Gulu University law students 
to create the documents necessary to provide a safe alternative 
for Ugandan mothers who typically bring their children to prison 
with them. The alternative involved partnering with the Saint 
Monica Girls’ Tailoring Centre in Gulu, which is run by Sister 
Rosemary Nyirumbe. Through their work, the students were 
able to secure space at Saint Monica for the children.
Second-year student Katie Magee said she and the other 
students were grateful for the opportunity to make a difference 
and felt fortunate to be able to share their experiences with 
other OU Law students.
Taking a break from their work in Uganda are John Clifton, Katie Magee,  
Professor Michael Scaperlanda, Sara Hansard, Kathryn Caudill and Ryan Hunnicutt.
 } Students travel to Uganda for spring break
Robert Jordan (’74), former ambassador to Saudi Arabia, visited 
OU Law on February 16 and spoke to more than 80 students 
about his diplomatic service abroad, as commemorated in his 
new book Desert Diplomat: Inside Saudi Arabia Following 9/11. 
Jordan discussed his work on trade, terrorism and human rights 
issues while serving in Saudi Arabia and answered a variety of 
student questions. 
After his talk, Jordan met with students to answer additional 
questions about his career and sign their copies of Desert 
Diplomat. While a student at OU Law, Jordan was the editor-in-
chief of the Oklahoma Law Review and a member of the Jessup 
International Law Moot Court Team. 
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2016/iss1/7
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 } Alumnus shares film industry experiences  } New MLS program starts in fall
This year, OU Law launched a Master of Legal Studies in oil, 
gas and energy law. The program, which is designed for 
non-lawyers, will enroll its first students in Fall 2016.
“Oil and gas, natural resources and energy law is one of the 
strategic academic areas in which our college is a national 
and international leader,” said Dean Joe Harroz. “There is 
a large demand for advanced degrees in this area, and OU 
Law is perfectly positioned to meet that need. This program, 
when added to our Juris Doctor, J.D. certificate and Master 
of Laws programs will further expand our leadership in 
energy law and extend our expertise to a new group of 
students. They will be equipped with the legal knowledge 
necessary to impact the field of energy in positive ways.”
The MLS program is a 32-credit-hour graduate degree that 
can be completed in 15 months. Of the 32 credit hours, 28 
will be offered completely online. The final four credits are 
earned during a one-week intensive session hosted at the 
OU College of Law, providing ample opportunity to meet 
and network with other students in the program before 
graduation. The combination of online and on-campus 
learning provides students the flexibility to attain an OU Law 
degree from anywhere in the world.
The degree program offers a competitive advantage to 
anyone who assembles land interests for the energy industry, 
negotiates oil and gas contracts, deals with mineral rights or 
works closely with oil and gas or energy attorneys.
OU Law is an international leader in oil and gas, natural 
resources and energy law. In addition to the new MLS, the 
school offers a Master of Laws degree in energy and natural 
resources through its John B. Turner LL.M. Program, along 
with J.D. certificates in both areas as well. OU Law hosts the 
annual Eugene Kuntz Conference on Natural Resources Law 
and Policy, the largest conference of its kind in the country, 
and is home to the Oil and Gas, Natural Resources, and 
Energy Journal (ONE J), the first journal of its kind.
Greg Julian (’85) speaks with a group of students during a March 1 
lunchtime visit to OU Law. Julian is vice president of the legal division of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc., where he leads a transactional team 
handling licensing rights in films and television series.
 } Public Interest Career Fair helps match 
students with employers
Second-year students Zoe Butts and Kate Brandon visit with Susan Brandon, 
representing the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Oklahoma, 
at the March 1 Public Interest Career Fair. Students had the opportunity to 
visit with 20 employers about available jobs for summer, fall and full-time 
employment.
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 } Moot Court Competition caps off 1L year
Hanna Roberts and Jenny Puckett, representing the fictional State of Garner, 
and Kane Cassil and Bryan Lynch, for the petitioner, Joel Durham, argued in 
the final round of the 2016 1L Moot Court Competition on April 8 in the Dick 
Bell Courtroom. Roberts and Puckett won the competition.
1L students Jenny Gandhi, Brody Hinds, Lauren Cox and KatieBeth Gardner 
visit with attorney Mike Joseph (’75), whose firm sponsored Professionalism 
Night February 9 at the Park House in Oklahoma City.
McAfee & Taft attorneys Kaitlyn Schrick (’15), Mike Lauderdale (’90), Jenny 
Odom (’15) and Allison McGrew pose for a photo during the networking 
reception preceding dinner and the program. Speakers included firm 
attorneys and Andrew Urich, associate professor of management at 
Oklahoma State University. 
 } Event stresses importance of 
professionalism
 } Career Development Night opens  
spring semester for 1Ls
First-year students Evan Gatewood (far left) and Maddie Coffey (far right) flank 
Glen Maynard (’87) and Stan Geurin, from the Devon legal department, at the 
reception capping off 1L Career Development Night, co-sponsored by Devon 
Energy Corporation and Crowe & Dunlevy on January 21.
1L Tiffany Guillot (third from left) is pictured with Crowe & Dunlevy attorneys 
Chuck Knutter (’14), Melissa McDuffey (‘15) and Christopher Staine (’10). Following 
two sessions discussing different types of legal practice, students were able to 
network with attorneys from Crowe & Dunlevy and Devon Energy Corporation.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2016/iss1/7
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In a record year, OU Law’s Black Law Students Association won 
both the regional and the national Chapter of the Year Award 
for 2015-16 among small chapters presented by the National 
Black Law Students Association. This year marks the group’s 
fourth consecutive win for Regional Small Chapter of the Year.
“The regional and national recognition earned by our BLSA 
students makes OU Law extremely proud,” said Dean Joe 
Harroz. “Our students have devoted extensive time outside 
the classroom to build an engaged and active chapter focused 
on supporting our minority groups and increasing diversity at 
the school. We’re proud of their efforts and grateful they have 
received such a well-deserved honor.”
To be eligible for the award, a chapter must demonstrate social-
political awareness and a commitment to community service, 
education and career development. Examples of this year’s 
activities include leadership in OU Law’s diversity programs, 
service in Oklahoma City’s Make a Will Program and providing 
legal assistance to veterans. OU Law’s BLSA chapter is named 
in honor of Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher, the first African-American 
admitted to the OU College of Law.
In addition to the recent awards, this chapter has a strong 
history of success, including 10 consecutive years of placing 
in the Regional Moot Court Competition and a number of 
qualifications for the national competition.
 } OILS hosts inaugural International Law Week
 } BLSA captures Chapter of the Year titles
Kim Ikegbunam ('15) helps a client prepare a will at Oklahoma City’s Make a 
Will Program.
The Oklahoma International Law Society hosted its first 
International Law Week. Throughout the week, OILS hosted 
various events to promote awareness of international law issues 
at the College of Law. The week kicked off with a lunch buffet 
featuring international cuisine provided by OILS members.
The next event took place at the Norman, Oklahoma, law office 
of Jon Velie (’93), who specializes in immigration law. He spoke 
about the rewards and obstacles he faces daily handling a 
diverse international case load.
Later in the week, another OU Law alumnus, David Stewart 
(’04), a partner at a law firm in Moscow, Russia, spoke via Skype 
with students about his international transactional practice.
International Law Week concluded with a breakfast presentation 
from Raphael Oidtmann, a research fellow and lecturer in public 
international and human rights law at the universities of Mainz 
and Mannheim, Germany. He spoke about developments in the 
International Criminal Court and the potential for prosecution of 
ISIS for genocide and crimes against humanity.
OILS previously hosted a bowling night for the international law 
students visiting OU for the semester. Each year, OILS makes an 
effort to connect with visiting exchange students and help them 
experience a slice of American culture beyond the OU campus.
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2016
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 } Class of 2019 Admitted Students Day
April 7
 } OU Law hosts Inaugural Conference on International Inter-Tribal Trade
Participants in the Inaugural Conference on International Inter-Tribal Trade hosted by OU Law on April 22 pose for a photo in the Dick Bell Courtroom.
Professor Stephen Henderson speaks about what to expect as a law student.
Students take a break for lunch.
Assistant Dean Scott Palk welcomes the new 
admittees to OU Law.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2016/iss1/7
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 } OLR, AILR, ONE J hold end-of-year banquet
Dean Joe Harroz visits with students attending the end-of-the-year celebratory banquet of the Oklahoma Law 
Review, American Indian Law Review and Oil and Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy Journal.
Lindsay Kistler, OLR editor-in-chief; Mallory Irwinsky, AILR editor-in-chief; 
Michael Waters, editorial adviser for scholarly publications; Daniel Franklin, ONE J 
editor-in-chief 
Maggie Dowdy proudly displays her award certificate as she takes a selfie with 
her brother, Jake Krattiger ('11).
AILR Editor-in-Chief Mallory Irwinsky presents the 
Masterson Award to Aspen Malone.
April 11
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 } Congressman Tom Cole visits OU Law
Congressman Tom Cole (center) is pictured with Dean Joe Harroz and Professor 
Joshua Sellers during his April 7 visit to the College of Law. Cole first spoke to 
students at a Dean’s Leadership Fellow Breakfast, and later, to Sellers’ Legislation 
and Regulation class.
 } Spring has sprung
Taking advantage of a beautiful spring day, Dean Joe Harroz teaches his 
Employment Law Seminar on the north patio.
 } 1LS Program welcomes Class of 2019
The 2016 First-year Law Summer Start Program kicked off June 20 for 48 members of the Class of 2019 pictured here. Along with an additional 30 of their classmates 
who started May 23, the group got an early start on their law school career.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2016/iss1/7
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 } Moot Court Program ranked in top 15 for third consecutive year
The team of Daniel Franklin and Jordan Volino placed first in the Energy Law 
Negotiation Competition held in Houston in March. Franklin, Coach Erin Means 
(center) and Volino display the trophy the team won.
Two student teams traveled to Michigan State University to compete in the 
National Native American Law Student Association Moot Court Competition in 
March. Pictured are Jessica Fredrickson and Tori Proctor, who finished in second 
place, and Blake Jackson and Austin Vance, who advanced to the final four.
For the third consecutive year, the Blakely Advocacy Institute 
ranked the University of Oklahoma College of Law’s competition 
program as one of the top 15 in the nation.
“Four years ago, our remarkably talented students broke into 
the top 20 schools in the nation for moot court programs,” said 
OU Law Dean Joe Harroz Jr. “Their initiative, combined with 
our dedicated faculty and alumni coaches, has resulted in four 
consecutive years of recognition as a top 20 school, with the 
last three of those in the top 15. They have worked tirelessly 
outside of the classroom to develop real-world lawyering skills 
that will serve them well beyond their time as students. We are 
immensely proud of their efforts.”
OU Law’s ranking qualifies the school for the prestigious Kurth 
Tournament of Champions, which is reserved for the top 16 
schools in the country to compete for the Moot Court National 
Championship. The tournament is slated for January 2017 in 
Houston. This year, 75 OU Law students participated in 30 
teams traveling across the country to more than 20 competitions.
“I am always proud, but never surprised, at how prepared our 
students are to research, write and talk about the law,” said 
Connie Smothermon, director of competitions. “And I am very 
proud to tell you that the professionalism of our students is 
second to none.”
Stan West and Desiree Singer advanced to the semi-final round at the Frederick 
Douglass Moot Court Competition at the Rocky Mountain Regional Convention 
of the National Black Law Students Association in Denver in January.
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 } Reggie Whitten ('80) addresses 2016 graduates at convocation Photos by Norman Party Pics
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